The Ultimate Guide to Beauty School
Salon Success Academy

Congratulations!
You’ve decided to take your future into your own hands and go
back to school. Maybe you’ve been praised for your own
makeup skills and want to help others look their best. Whatever
your reason to think about going to beauty school, we’re glad
you’re here!
Beauty schools could offer up to four or more programs:
Barbering

Esthetician

Cosmetology

Manicuring/Nail Care
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Don’t worry.
We’re here to help you not become a “Beauty School Dropout”
like the one in the movie “Grease”.
This guide will help you learn about enrolling in beauty school,
including ﬁnancial aid; a typical day in the classroom and on the
salon ﬂoor; and reasons to go to beauty school.
Beauty School Programs:

Barbering
Cosmetology
Esthetician
Manicuring/Nail Care
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Why Should You Go
to Beauty School?
Here are some reasons others have given for choosing to go
to beauty school.
• You have a ﬂair for makeup, hair or nails — or all three!
• You have a passion for cutting, grooming and styling men’s hair.
• Your current job isn’t paying the bills.
• You want to help others feel good about themselves, and what

better way than helping them look their very best.
• You want to be in-the-know about the latest trends in the world of

beauty or barbering.
• You need a ﬂexible course schedule.
• You want to learn more about your own hair, skin and nails.
• You want to be able to show off your artistic side.
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Which Field of Study
is Right for You?
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Barbering
• Provides career preparation to work as a barber.
• Covers the basics of hair anatomy, physiology, and sanitation.
• Receive hands-on instructions on the latest hair cutting, coloring

and grooming techniques.
• At some schools, you can obtain real-world experience practicing these

techniques on clients at an actual salon.
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Cosmetology
• Provides career preparation to work as a hairstylist or makeup artist at

a beauty salon.
• Learn top techniques in hair cutting, coloring, styling, chemical hair

straightening and perming.
• Receive hands-on instruction on the latest in facials, make-up design,

skin care, manicuring, pedicuring, artiﬁcial nails, eyebrow arching
and waxing techniques.
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Esthetician
• Provides career preparation to work as an esthetician at a beauty salon or spa.
• Receive hands-on training on the latest skin care science, facials, dermabrasion,

body treatments, hair removal and makeup techniques.
• Gain an understanding of the basics of skin anatomy and physiology.
• At some schools, you can obtain real-world experience with actual clients

at a spa.
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Manicuring/Nail Care
• Provides career preparation to work as a manicurist/nail technician.
• Understand the latest techniques in manicures and pedicures, including how

to clean and disinfect your tools properly.
• Learn how to develop and maintain client relationships.
• At some schools, you can obtain real-world experience in a professional salon.
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How to Get Started
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How to Get Started:
A Checklist
• Choose the ﬁeld of study you want to pursue:

Barbering; Cosmetology; Esthetician; or Manicuring/Nail Care.
• Use the internet to ﬁnd the schools in your area with that ﬁeld of

study. For example, Google “Cosmetology schools in California”.
• Read about each school and the programs they offer to create a

shortlist of the ones that interest you.
• Fill out the form on each school’s “Contact Us” page or call/email

them directly to set up an appointment for a tour of the school.
• During your tour, speak to as many current students as you can about

what they like/don’t like about the school.
Meet with an Admissions Specialist to discuss class schedules, cost,
ﬁnancial aid opportunities, and go over the admissions process.
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Financial Aid: A Guide
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Financial Aid: A Guide
Nothing should get in the way of you following your dream.
Financial Aid for Beauty School is designed to help students like you!
Ensure that your school is approved through the U.S. Department of
Education to offer several types of ﬁnancial assistance, including Pell Grants
and Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, to students who qualify
so that you have plenty of options. The staff of any beauty school can
educate you on all of your ﬁnancial aid options and even help you ﬁll out the
paperwork.

You can receive more information about the federal aid available by
visiting www.fafsa.ed.gov.
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Financial Aid: A Guide
3 Ways to Pay for Beauty School
1.

Scholarships. Many organizations offer scholarships to students
who meet certain qualiﬁcations. Research and apply for as many as
you can! Check out the Professional Beauty Association for a list of
potential scholarships.

2. Financial Aid. Financial aid can also help you pay for your education.
See the previous page for more information.

3. Budget. School staff can work with you to ﬁgure out a manageable
plan to make payments while you’re getting an education. Create a
budget for yourself to manage your ﬁnances and live within your means.
Put aside money each month to pay your student loans and add a little
into your personal savings.
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Why Choose Salon
Success Academy?
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Why Choose Salon
Success Academy?
• 48-week enrollment window. Need more time to complete the
coursework? You’ve got it!
• Professional, passionate instructors. You’ll receive hands-on instruction
and from pros in the ﬁeld who want to help you succeed.
• Externship program. Salon Success Academy was the ﬁrst beauty school
in the country to offer externships. Externships give students the
opportunity to get hands-on experience at a professional salon or spa
with actual clients.
• State Board preparation. You can take your state board as soon as you
complete your program.
• Salon Management classes. We’ll teach you how to create a professional
portfolio, practice your people skills, build your clientele and teach you
the ins-and-outs of running a professional salon.
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How
Long
Does
Each
Barbering
Program Take To Complete?
Barbering: This program is 1,500 hours and can be completed as a full-time program in as little as 10 months, and
in as little as 14 months as a part-time program.*

Cosmetology:This program is 1,600 hours and can be
completed as a full-time program in as little as 10 months,
and in as little as 16 months as a part-time program.*

*NOTE: Program length varies based on attendance and fulfillment of practical
requirements. Please call to speak with an admissions representative to learn
more about specific program requirements.
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How
Long
Does
Each
Barbering
Program Take To Complete?
Esthetician: This program is 600 hours and can be
completed as a full-time program in as little as 5 months,
and in as little as 7 months as a part-time program.*

Manicuring/Nail Care: This program is 400 hours and can
be completed as a full-time program in as little as 3 months,
and in as little as 5 months as a part-time program.*

*NOTE: Program length varies based on attendance and fulfillment of practical
requirements. Please call to speak with an admissions representative to learn
more about specific program requirements.
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Flexible Scheduling
We know you’re busy and life happens, but you can still ﬁnd a way
to make ﬁnishing beauty school a priority.
Our ﬂexible scheduling can help you train for a rewarding career in the
barbering and beauty industry in a way that ﬁts into your busy schedule.
We offer both day and evening scheduling. NOTE: Space and availability
for ﬂex-schedules are limited, so give us a call today at 877-987-HAIR
(4247) to learn more.

With our ﬂexible class schedules, you could be on
your way to a new career in less than 15 months.
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5 Convenient Locations
With ﬁve convenient locations across the Inland Empire
of California, you’re sure to ﬁnd a Salon Success Academy
location that’s right by you!
• Corona
• Fontana
• Redlands
• Riverside
• Upland
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Preparing for the Future
At Salon Success Academy, you’re starting on the path to your
future. While you’re learning you can also become involved with:
Salon Management Classes
We can teach you how to create a professional portfolio, practice your
people skills and build your clientele. We’ll even teach you the
ins-and-outs of running a professional salon. At Salon Success Academy,
we don’t train you for a job. We prepare you for a career.
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Preparing for the Future
Student Ambassador Program
This program can help you develop conﬁdence and leadership skills. If
you become an ambassador, you’ll get to represent Salon Success
during our Starting Smart Orientation and mentor new students. And
have opportunities to represent our school in the community, meet with
experts in the ﬁeld and attend industry hair shows.
Community Outreach
At Salon Success Academy, we’re active
community members and help in a variety
of fundraisers throughout the year. You’ll
have plenty of opportunity to help out.
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Learn More about
Salon Success Academy.
Find out how we can
help you achieve your
goals and train to become
a beauty professional.
Call 877-987-HAIR
(4247) today!

22

